Commuter Rail Feasibility Study — Public Meetings

VTrans is conducting a legislative study of the feasibility of a Montpelier - St. Albans
Commuter Rail service. The study is evaluating the financial and operational feasibility of a
commuter rail service in the corridor between St. Albans, Essex Junction, and Montpelier,
with connecting services to Burlington and focusing on peak commutes.

The approach to the study is to evaluate commuter service to understand associated capital
and operating costs, and the demand for the service, and operational issues so that the
feasibility of service in the future can be better understood. The focus of the study is not to
develop a plan to implement a commuter rail service but rather to understand the scale and
scope of such a program. For more information on this study visit the website:
http://vtrans.vermont.gov/planning/projects-programs/commuter-rail

Two conceptual schedules for the service were developed and based on different levels of
peak service with a daily transit demands of 940-1,835 in the corridor region. Additionally,
estimated capital and operating costs were developed to understand the implications of
service costs. Initial costs included: Capital Costs of $301-363 Million, including stations,
right-of-way improvement, and equipment. Capital cost variations are primarily influenced
by federal technology requirements and are based on the number of trains operated daily.
Operating Costs: $4.9-8.9 Million annually, including labor costs, administration, and
equipment maintenance and operations. Operating costs would depend on the number of
trains operated daily.

The meeting locations and times are listed below:

Public Meeting Schedule

Monda Noble Hall
y 12:00 pm —2:00 pm Vermont College of fine Arts
December 5th .
Montpelier
Great Room
Monday 6:00 pm — 8:00 pm Main Street Landing
December 5th 1 Main St
Burlington
Mable Room
Tuesday ; ; Family Center
December 6th 12:00 pm ~2:00 pm 130 Fisher Pond Road

St. Albans

*Note: The meeting locations are accessible for people with disabilities. Persons who would like to request
interpretation assistance, American Sign Language interpreters, assistive listening devices, handouts in alternative
formats, or information on the meeting should contact Scott Bascom.


http://vtrans.vermont.gov/planning/projects-programs/commuter-rail

