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This presentation will 
concentrate on 
Developing Research 
Needs Statements (RNS) 
and the RNS Database

TRB committee “duties” 
include developing RNS
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Identify 
Research 
Needs….

CRCs working with Committee Chairs 
should solicit full committee input about 
your research needs
◦ Hold meeting discussions?
◦ Survey members and friends?
◦ Consider funding sources

Think about research gaps!  Relate to 
Committee’s TSP…
Consider other committees and sources of 
support/partners and their needs
Identify who can help develop Research 
Needs Statements
Develop Research Needs Statements



Before WRITING a statement…
Is this a research gap?
Are there similar RNS or research reports?
Have you done a TRID search?  Google 
search?
Who have you talked to?
You want a topic that has not been 
addressed adequately



RNS vs RPS
Research Needs Statement vs Research Problem Statement

Funding sources (like NCHRP) need Research Problem 
Statements (RPS)

RPS need to be complete and probably follow a template

Research Needs Statements (RNS) can be more generic and 
get wider interest in the topic

RNS should be entered into the TRB RNS Database

RNS in database do not have to include all fields

But, if you have a RPS….submit it to the funding source AND 
enter it into the RNS Database



Developing 
RNS:  Who?  
Review…. 
Submit

Should be more than the CRC!!

May help to have one or a few DRAFT an initial RNS

May help to use a template from a funding source

These should be reviewed!
• Consider partner reviews:   other committees and 

stakeholders

After development

• Submit to RNS Database
• Submit to funding source



RNS Development 
Resources
Go to the CRCC website (Google 
TRB CRCC)

Click on Resources

Click on Developing and 
Prioritizing RNS



Why Use the RNS Database?
Research is TRB’s middle name; it’s important!
Formalize your committee’s research needs
Keep up with needs related to your committee’s scope
Use it to assist in Triennial Strategic Planning
Increase the chances of funding your RNS
(“Findable” by researchers and potential partners)

From “Why Should Your Committee use the Research Needs Statement (RNS) Database” found at:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pu9fEGYzt-QvFVg86nWsXX7yR_wJv4Cr/view

1460 Statements 
in TRB’s RNS 
Database!! 
(November 2021)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pu9fEGYzt-QvFVg86nWsXX7yR_wJv4Cr/view


• Everyone has access to the RNS Database through MyTRB
• CRCs and Chairs can Create RNS and access their Committee 

Submissions



Create a RNS (Start 
within MyTRB)
ALL RNS Need:  Title, 
Background/Description, 
Objective, Sponsoring Committee, 
Subject Categories, Disclaimer

RNS can include:  Potential 
Benefits, Related Research, 
Proposed Tasks, Implementation, 
Funding, Research Period, 
Research Priority, Target Audience, 
RNS Developers, Co-Sponsoring 
Committees





Entering an RNS into TRB RNS Database is NOT 
the same as Submitting to a Funding Source

Submit to a funding 
source

1
Keep talking to 
potential partners and 
drum up support for 
the idea

2
Revisit the RNS:
• Still timely?
• Still a priority for your 

committee?
• Revise/update or archive?

3



My RPS was NOT funded, now what?

Don’t

Despair!

Keep

Keep talking to 
potential partners 
and get feedback 
about their interest 
and priorities

Submit

Submit to the RNS 
Database!
• Maybe researchers will 

pick it up
• You may find new 

partners



CRC Resources
Today’s Workshop!
Consult other CRCs
Use the CRCC website (Google TRB CRCC)

Presentations
Examples

Consult your CRC Group Chair
Planning a “Ask a CRC” opportunity
CRC Council wants to learn how we can help 
you
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