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Heckroth, Mark

From: Liza Walker <Liza@vlt.org>
Sent: Wednesday, November 3, 2021 4:58 PM
To: Heckroth, Mark
Cc: klgallag@gmail.com; Caitlin Cusack
Subject: [--EXTERNAL--]: Proposed Obstruction Removal EF Knapp Airport- re Dodge Farm,

Berln VT

Mark:

You have informed the Vermont Land Trust that the Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans) is preparing an
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed obstruction removal (trees) at the E.F. Knapp State Airport
(MPV). You described via email that this includes “the clearing of trees which have been identified as
obstructions to various design surfaces within the approach of Runway 17 and Runway 35.” The proposed
obstruction removal would take place on airport property and on approximately nine (9) private parcels,
including one parcel owned by Loren Thompson and Kristen Gallagher. This property, also known as the Dodge
Farm, is subject to a Grant of Development Rights and Conservation Restrictions held by the Vermont Land
Trust.  The principal objectives of the Grant are “to conserve productive agricultural and wood lands, wildlife
habitats, non-commercial recreational opportunities and other natural resource and scenic values of the
Protected Property.”
The Vermont Land Trust conservation easement requires that any removal of timber on the conserved
property, with the exception of firewood for on-site use, is conducted to serve the silvicultural objectives of a
forest management plan that has been approved by the Vermont Land Trust. In accordance with the Grant, VLT
may also consider and approve a request for the conversion of forestland to serve agricultural purposes or
other permitted uses of the property.

In order for the owners of the property to enter into an agreement with the Vermont Agency of Transportation
for timber removal related to this obstruction clearing, the Vermont Land Trust would need to review and
approve a revised forest management plan describing this silvicultural treatment, or receive a request for a
conversion of this forestland to serve other purposes permitted by the Grant, such as agriculture. VLT’s sole
discretion approval may entail a consultation with the landowners’ foresters or other related professionals and
would consider the features and ecological attributes on the property, such as wetlands, watercourses or other
sensitive natural communities. An approval may stipulate how the tree removal or clearing should take place to
minimize impacts on water quality and other resources.

Furthermore, the VLT Grant requires that the owner of the conserved property seek VLT’s prior written
approval before conveying any rights of way, easements of ingress or egress, other easements or use
restrictions on the conserved property. VLT may grant permission for such easements or use restrictions if it
determines, in its sole discretion, that they are consistent with the Purposes of the Grant.

Please understand that this response does not constitute VLT’s approval, but rather seeks to convey how the
Vermont Land Trust would expect to receive and consider a request for tree removal from the conserved Dodge
farm property.  Please feel free to be in touch with any further questions.

Thank you,

Liza Walker
Vermont Land Trust
Project Director
P.O Box 432
Waitsfield, VT 05673
(802) 636-7163
Liza@vlt.org
























































































































